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How I Spent My Summer Vacation, by KCT 

The Trust faced its most challeng-

ing conservation initiative in its 

history this summer.  Going into 

the season, $3.2 million of Timber 

Point’s $5.2 million cost had been 

secured through federal sources.  

The goal thus became to raise the 

remaining $2 million by summer’s 

end.   
 

In order to accomplish that task, 

we knew that we would have to 

rely upon the goodwill and sup-

port of a wide range of neighbors 

from the Goose Rocks Beach, 

Fortunes Rocks and Biddeford 

Pool communities, as well as sup-

porters from both towns and 

beyond.  In light of the nation’s 
economy, the local lawsuit and a 

very short time frame, it was a 

daunting task.  But when faced 

with the opportunity to preserve 

for all time a large piece of the 

coastal landscape which contrib-

utes so greatly to our local char-

acter, our citizens, as they always 

do, responded.  Other issues 

faded away as over 600 people 
united to protect the place that 

they love. 
 

The Timber Point Campaign will 

add 97 acres and a 13 acre island 

to the Rachel Carson National 

Wildlife Refuge on the Little River 

Division.  Papers will be passed for 

acquistion of the property this 

December. 
 

Not only will the abundant wildlife 

and its habitats be protected un-

der the watchful eye of the 

RCNWR, the public will gain ac-

cess to this now private sanctuary 

with footpaths to explore.  Con-

gratulations and thank you to the 

Trust for Public Land and to all 

who made this victory possible! 

Timber Point:  A Victory For All! 

Children enjoy a walking tour of Timber Point, which will soon have public access. 

“It was like being in a movie,” said 

Executive Director, Tom Bradbury, 

of the dedication ceremony of 

Ganny’s Garden.  Tim Janis’ won-

derful music acted as the sound-

track. President Bush and our for-

mer First Lady entered to a stand-

ing ovation.  Family, friends, 

neighbors and dignitaries were 

scattered throughout the audience.  

And the soft rain falling on the tent 

created an atmosphere of intimacy 

with all in attendance. 
 

It was a moving ceremony made 

even more satisfying by the fact that 

the extensive work in the new gar-

den had  been completed in less 

than four weeks.  When the event 

was over and the crowd had 

cleared, Tom and his Associate 

Director, Lisa Lassey, put into the 

truck those items that needed to be 

returned to KCT Headquarters.  

Lisa said, “That was wonderful.  

Now what do we have to do this 

afternoon?” “Actually,” Tom re-

plied, “We have to raise the re-

maining $140,000 for Timber Point.  

The deadline is tomorrow.”  The 

effort had come down to the wire.  

Fortunately, there were supporters 

available that made sure the effort 

wouldn’t fail. 
 

In a nutshell that’s how the summer 

went for the Trust.  A morning 

spent a Kennebunk High School 

telling the students about volunteer 

opportunities throughout the com-

munity, was followed by an after-

noon on Goat Island at an historic 

dedication of the renovated light-

house.  Archeology work at the 

Grist Mill, new trails on the Smith 

Preserve, tours of Timber Point, 

fundraising receptions, Discovery 

Days, field trips - every day held its 

own challenges and excitement.  

But by summer’s end, all of those 

challenges had cumulated into a 

giant celebration of what can be 

accomplished when a community 

works together toward common 

goals.  Please enjoy the following 

more detailed accounts of some of 

those moments. 
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During the Blizzard of ’78, lighthouse 

keeper Marty Cain exited the walkway that 

connected Goat Island Light with the 

keeper’s house moments before it was 

destroyed.  The Cains reported the walk-

way folded like an accordion and was 

washed out to sea.  The Cain Family, in-

cluding Marty’s wife Cathy and their two 

young sons, had to be rescued off the Is-

land via helicopter.  The scene was terrify-

ing and the family had not returned to 

Goat Island since. 
 

More than three decades later, the walk-

way has been rebuilt as part of the histori-

cal renovations that took place there this 

summer.  On October 12th, a dedication 

ceremony was held on the Island.  The 

Cains attended the event and in an emo-

tional moment, were the first to walk 

through the new covered walkway.   
 

The renovation process, which included 

years of permitting, was made possible by a 

team of people.  Special thanks to Scott 

Dombrowski, lighthouse keeper and co-

project manager; Mike Weston, KCT 

Board Member and co-project manager; 

Harvey Wells, architect; Dustin Roma, 

engineering; Peter Morrison and Pam 

Crane, archeology; Mike Johnson, Maine 

Historical Preservation Society.  Also, 

thank to our contractors for their excep-

tional services:  Bartlett Builders headed by 

Alan Bartlett as general contractor; Ches-

terfield Associates with Dave Alan as ma-

rine contractors; Bob Lang, Stone Work; 

Bently Cable, brick work; Craig McInnis of 

Quality Painters.   
 

The work on the lighthouse walkway, the 

reconstructed bell tower, and the fuel 

house are now complete.  KCT’s Goat 

Island Committee is planning for the future 

of the lighthouse and for renovations that 

will be made to the keeper’s house.  If you 

didn’t get a chance to get out there this 

summer, you can see the lighthouse when-

ever the mood strikes with our new web-

cam that broadcasts live photos of the 

Island.  You can also checkout the renova-

tion in detail on Facebook; find it at “Goat 

Island Lightstation”.  Both the link to the 

webcam and Facebook are available on our 

website, kporttrust.org 

Ganny’s Garden 
 

On September 29th, an emotional tribute was held for former First 

Lady and our Kennebunkport neighbor, Barbara Bush on the 

Trust’s River Green property near Dock Square.  Through the 

generosity of many of Barbara’s family members and friends, 

Ganny’s Garden was unveiled.   
 

Ganny is the name Barbara is called lovingly by her 17 grandchil-

dren.  And the Garden, in many ways, reflects a needlepoint carpet 

she spent years making in which she hid the initials of her grand-
children throughout a bed of beautiful pastel flowers.  Those initials 

now appear randomly engraved on the Garden’s stone walls.  A 

beautiful stone path, a custom arbor, plaques and bronze features 

including her iconic sun hat, her famous mix-matched Ked sneakers 

and a copy of her favorite Jane Austin book help to personalize and 

make the setting special. Barbara was caught by surprise by the 

dedication and the touching remarks that were made by friends 

Alicia Spenlinhauer, Nancy Sosa, Ken Raynor, Senator Susan Collins 

and Jean Becker.   
 

In his remarks, Trust Executive Director, Tom Bradbury, stated 

that the Garden would add great beauty not only to the River 

Green, but to the village of Kennebunkport.  He also noted that 

through its addition, the Green now has representations from 

some of the most famous chapters of Kennebunkport’s history.  

Frank Handlen’s wonderful statue reminds us of the fishing families 

upon whom our community was built.  The Captain Lord Mansion, 

the rope walk building across the street (now the Arundel Yacht 

Club), the surrounding homes and river itself remind us of our ship 

building tradition and all of its rich heritage.  And now, the Garden, 

will remind us of the years of the summer White House.   
 

We look forward to the spring when plantings will bring the site to 

life.  Funds are still being collected to guarantee that the Garden 

will remain a source of beauty, pride and reflection for Barbara 

Bush and our community.   

Above, Barbara Bush was the guest of honor at the Garden dedication in September.   
Below, bronze features make Ganny’s Garden an intimate reflection of the former First Lady. 

Going Back In Time on Goat Island 

Contractor Alan Bartlett next to the completed walkway 
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International Spotlight on Grist Mill 

Renovations to the Clem Clark boathouse are nearly complete.  

We thank the Landing Restaurant for donating a wide variety of 

antique tools that had been used for display purposes at the res-

taurant.  The Trust is still pursuing the possibility of rebuilding 

the Grist Mill.   

As part of the permitting process for that project, an archeologi-

cal dig of the mill site has taken place this summer.  Led by ar-

cheologists Peter Morrison and Pam Crane, the team has found 

many pieces of the turbine that once ran the mill, as well as some 

very interesting architectural details.  In fact, followers of tide 

mills are so excited by these finds that they have asked the Trust 

to host the International Tide Mill conference this month.   

People from around the globe will be traveling to Kennebunk-

port to learn more about tide mills and tour the Grist Mill site 

here.  All of our members are invited to attend the conference.  

There will be a reception on Friday, November 18 from 7 to 9 

pm and the main event will be held on Saturday, November 19th, 

with registration between 8:30 and 9 am.  The conference will 

include a trolley ride to the Grist Mill site with the day conclud-

ing around 4 pm.  Friday’s reception is free of charge and Satur-

day’s conference is $20 per person.  A grant from the Maine 

Humanities Council was 

award in support of the con-

ference.  Hope to see you 

there! 

Wanted 

Elephant Rock 
 

Reward if found 
òElephant Rockó was photographed by Steve Emmons on 

Trust property (it is believed to be on Tyler Brook).  Since 

Steveõs passing, the Trust staff has been hunting for this 

elusive rock.  Be the one who successfully captures this 

image for KCT and you will be rewarded! 

KCT Organizes Volunteer Fair 
 
With the help of our Education Coordinator, Leia Lowery, the Trust 

is thrilled to be cultivating a relationship with Kennebunk High 

School.  Under the leadership of the school’s new principal, Susan 

Cressey, we are exploring ways KCT and the high school can help 

one another.  In the works is the chance for alternative education 

students to come and volunteer at the Trust.  Many subject areas 

can be studied here including math skills for building bridges, re-

searching the history of Trust properties, recording flora, fauna and 

species on the trails for sciences, journaling for English and more! 
 

Within that spirit of community, the Trust organized a volunteer 

trade show for the freshman at Kennebunk High School on October 

12th.  The goal of the “Community Connections” fair was to intro-

duce students to local nonprofits so they can find a meaningful pro-

ject to fulfill their community service requirements.  Over 25 local 

nonprofits exhibited at the fair and five breakout sessions were held 

covering various philanthropic topics (the environment, health and 

human services, international aid, high school community clubs, and 

volunteering in general).  We have received great feedback from the 

school’s faculty, the students and the nonprofit that participated, 

making the event a win-win for the Kennebunks! 

Going Once, Going Twice...Sold! 

We kicked off October with our annual Trust in Art event.  The 

auction, which benefits KCT and Heartwood College of Art, 

featured over 30 paintings.  This year’s theme was Goat Island in 

honor of the historical renovations that took place there this 

summer.  More than $8,500 was raised, which was split between 

the two groups.  Thank you to our volunteers who helped facili-

tate the auction, the artists for their talent and to Kennebunk 

Savings Bank for sponsoring the benefit night! 

Auctioneer Jim Fitzgerald got the bidders going at Atlantic Hall 

 
Ryan Rybka was part of the archeological 
crew that worked at the Grist Mill site 

this summer.   
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Another piece of the puzzle has been added to 

Kennebunkport’s greenbelt!  In fact, it was a 

very large puzzle piece: a 1 1/2 ton, 60 foot 

bridge that crosses the Batson River.  The 

bridge, which was funded with a grant from 

Maine’s Bureau of Parks and Land Recreation 

Trails Program, links the Emmons Preserve with 

Trust land on the other side of the River that 

has been inaccessible until this point.  Moving 

the bridge was no easy feat!  Deering Lumber 

generously donated the use of their equipment and John Ouellette, who operated the crane to help with the 

installation.  A special thanks goes out to our contractor, Steve Perry and his right-hand man, Al Moores; 

Doug Butler and Dana Morton, for donating their engineering services; Keith Fletcher, for writing the origi-

nal grant proposal; Bill Case and Bud Danis, for preparing the site and working on the installation; and to 

Mick Rogers at Maine’s Department of Conservation.   

 Stay tuned…upcoming events for KCT 
 

November 19th - Tide Mill Instituteõs 2011 Conference at KCT 
Join us at this international conference and learn about the history, archae-

ology, legal issues and future of the Tide Mill.  A special presentation will be 

given on the James Perkins Grist Mill, whose site is now maintained by the 

Trust.  The conference will last from 8:30 am to 4 pm.  All are welcome, tick-

ets are $20.  Call the Trust to reserve yours or pay at the door.  
 

January 7th - 12th Night at KCT  

This year’s 12th Night celebration will feature a super heros theme!  Get your 

capes, tights and super powers ready for this not-to-be-missed event.  The 

Trust will host 12th night on Saturday, January 7th at our headquarters in Ken-

nebunkport.  Tickets are on sale now – purchase yours online at kport-

trust.org, email lisa@kctoffice.com or call 207.967.3465.   

Sign up for our e-nnouncements to get the latest updates on Trust events, news, 

Thought of the Week and more by emailing us at info@kctoffice.com 

Building the Batson River Bridge  

Itõs a bird!  Itõs a plane!   

Itõs a 12th Night Superhero! 

Field Trip Fun 
Under the director of Leia Lowery, the 

Trust In Our Children field trips were a hit 

with Consolidated School students.  With 

the wet fall, it was a juggling act to coordi-

nate trips, rain dates and our flexible volun-

teers.  All but one grade was able to visit a 

Trust property; the fifth graders, who were 

rained out twice, will have a Trust day in 

the classroom in the upcoming months.   
 

Our fondest thanks goes out to our volun-

teers.  Many of them volunteer for more 

than one field trip and make these experi-

ences for the kids worthy and enrich-

ing.  Thank you to: Lisa Lassey, Karen 

Dombrowski, Craig Geiffer, Betsey Ma-

honey, Pat and Bill Dugan, Katherine 

Sandoval,  Laura Burne, Lela Williams, Nancy Barret, Steve Simcock, Cecil Benson, Rich Woodman, Lucy 

Hardy, Missy MacDougald, Julie McLeod, Tony Viehmann and Kristie Gauthier.  
 

Of course a thanks to the Trust in our Children Committee Members whose work behind the scenes as well 

as on the trips, and make these trips all the more possible.  Committee Members: Joy Mahoney, Pam Mor-

gan, Eleanor Saboski, Lou Miller, Nancy Barrett, Tom Bradbury, Kathy Cmaylo. 

Kindergarteners test our techniques for measuring the low tide line at Goose Rocks Beach 

Thank You! 
All of this has been accom-

plished through support of 

our members.  To make a 

contribution, please visit 

our website kporttrust.org  

mailto:lisa@kctoffice.com

